
The authority for MLA style is the 
Modern Language Association 
Handbook (5th ed., 1999), call number 
PE 1478 .m57 1995.  It can be found 
in The Ames Library 1st floor 
Reference Collection. 
 
For a reference list, The MLA 
Handbook suggests indenting five (5) 
spaces on the second and 
subsequent lines of each citation. All 
references should be double-spaced. 
 
END-OF-PAPER CITATIONS 

BOOKS 
ONE AUTHOR  
Sargent, Walter. The Enjoyment and 

Use of Color. New York: C. 
Scribner's Sons, 1923. 

 
TWO OR MORE AUTHORS  
Gibaldi, Joseph, and Walter S. 

Achtert. MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers. New 
York: Modern Language 
Association of America, 1988. 

 
CORPORATE AUTHOR  
San Diego Museum of Art. Sculpture 

in California, 1975-1980: An 
Exhibition. San Diego: The 
Museum, 1980. 

 
EDITOR OR COMPILER  
Satin, Jospeh, ed. Shakespeare and 

His Sources. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1966. 

 
EDITION OTHER THAN THE FIRST  
Saxton, Dolores F., ed. Mosby's 

Comprehensive Review of 
Nursing. 13th ed. St. Louis: C. V. 
Mosby, 1990. 

 
CHAPTER IN A BOOK  
Buchanan, George. "The History of 

Scotland, 1582." Shakespeare 
and His Sources. Ed. Joseph 
Satin. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1966. 560-569. 

 
UNSIGNED ARTICLE IN AN 
ENCYCLOPEDIA  
"Early man." The Cambridge 

Encyclopedia of Archeology. Ed. 
Andrew Sherratt. New York: 
Crown Publishers, 1980. 62-70. 

 
ARTICLES 

 
ONE AUTHOR 
Inchausti, Pablo. "Reductionist 

Approaches to Community 
Ecology." The American Naturalist 
143.2 (1994): 201-221. 

 
 
TWO OR MORE AUTHORS 
Bernard, Mitchell, and John 

Ravenhill. "Beyond Product 
Cycles and Flying Geese." World 
Politics 47 (1995): 171-202. 

 

MONTHLY/BI-MONTHLY 
MAGAZINE  
Moore, Thomas. "Soul Mates." 

Psychology Today 
March/April1994: 26-3 1. 

 
WEEKLY MAGAZINE  
Schiff, Stephen. "Muriel Spark 

between the Lines." New Yorker 
24 May 1993: 36-43. 

 
JOURNAL PAGINATED 
THROUGHOUT YEAR 
Segal, Gabriel. "Seeing What Is Not 

There." Philosophical Review 98 
(1989): 189-214. 

 
JOURNAL PAGINATED BY ISSUE*  
*I.e., each issue starts with page 1. * 

Johnson, G. J. "A Distinctiveness 
Model of Serial Learning." 
Psychological Review 98.2 
(1991): 204 

 
NEWSPAPER  
Fields, Suzanne. "Motivation, Not 

Money, is Message for Young." 
The Des Moines Register 7 Mar. 
1994: 3A. 

 
 
NEWSPAPER WITH NO AUTHOR 
LISTED  
"Centerpiece of Reforms in Doubt." 

The Des Moines Register 7 Mar. 
1994: 3A. 

 
 



PERSONAL INTERVIEW 
Pei, I.M. Personal interview. 22 July 

1993. 
 
Poussaint, Alvin F.  Telephone 

interview.  10 Dec. 19. 
 
 

IN-TEXT REFERENCES 
 
To cite sources within the body of 
your paper, use a parenthetical 
acknowledgement including an 
author’s name and page number, 
making sure to stay consistent with 
the full reference listed in your works 
cited. 
 
Straight Quote from Text: 
Creative men and women make 
“history forgivable by enriching our 
heritage and our lives” (Durant 406). 
 
Paraphrasing w/ author’s name in 
text: 
Ben Franklin’s autobiography states 
that he prepared a list of thirteen 
virtues (135-137). 
 
Citing an entire work: Kurosawi’s 
Rashoman was one of the first 
Japanese films to attract a Western 
audience. 
 
Works with multiple volumes: give 
the volume number, then pages: 
(Lauter et. al. 2: 800-812) 

No author available: use title:  
(Report 3) 
 
Corporate authors: use common 
abbreviations:  
(Natl. Research Council 15) 
 
Multiple works by same author: 
use title (King Lear 27) 
 
Indirect sources: give direct and 
indirect source: (Ernest Rockford, qtd. 
in Boswell 450) 
 
Classic work with many editions: 
give regular citation plus identifying 
info, separated by a semi-colon: 
(Dostoevsky 1; pt. 1, ch. 1) 
 
Citing more than one work in one 
paranthetical reference: separate 
by semi-colon: (Frank 42; Craner 
308-311) 
 
 
There are online copies of this 
brochure at 
http://titan.iwu.edu/~writcent/writers.ht
m 
 
Please refer to The Ames Library site 
(http://www.iwu.edu/library) and the 
Writing Center website for further 
resources. 
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